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A file photo of soldiers standing guard on a blockaded road to Myanmar’s parliament in
Naypyidaw after the military detained the country’s de facto leader Aung San Suu Kyi and the
country’s president in a coup. | Photo Credit: AFP

Myanmar today remains pessimistic about its future. Exactly two years ago, the military staged
yet another coup, snatching power from the elected leaders. It derailed the limited democracy of
the previous decade, violating the 2008 constitution which the generals had given to the people.

The period since February 1, 2021 has been a long nightmare. There are three camps now in
Myanmar: the military, which wields power in major towns; the opposition named the National
Unity Government (NUG) and its partners, which call the shots in the countryside; and the ethnic
groups on the geographic periphery, which are divided into those which are pro-military, pro-
NUG, or neutral.

Peaceful protests of the early post-coup months gave way to violent resistance, with frequent
clashes occurring in many parts from the west to the east and the heartland. Insecurity is
widespread. The deep divide is seen in the air force bombing the citizens and the people’s
militias killing government soldiers and policemen. Aung San Suu Kyi, whose party scored a
decisive victory in the 2020 elections, is now 77 and is serving a 33-year-long prison sentence in
solitary confinement. The military and the NUG have termed each other as “terrorists”, thus
ruling out dialogue. Without dialogue and the will to compromise, there can be no reconciliation.

Meanwhile, the economy traverses a difficult terrain, marked by a sharp decline in GDP, and a
massive rise in poverty, unemployment and inflation. The currency is in free fall. Myanmar thus
finds itself mired in a total impasse today.

Many Burmese people tend to place their hopes on some miraculous assistance from the
outside world. Unfortunately, the international community stands fractured while coping with the
crisis in Myanmar. To the West, it is a clear-cut case of a repressive and power-hungry army
suppressing the people, depriving them of their democratic rights. The western nations react
through condemnation at the United Nations, targeted sanctions against the junta, and generous
material assistance to the opposition. On December 21, 2022, the UN Security Council adopted
Resolution 2669, expressing deep concern about the situation and urging the release of all
political prisoners. It attracted no veto, only abstentions by China, Russia, and India. But even
with such rare unity, the UN has failed to move the military, known for its stubbornness and

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/explainer-why-did-the-myanmar-military-stage-a-coup/article33732207.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/explainer-why-did-the-myanmar-military-stage-a-coup/article33732207.ece
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inflexibility.

Also read | Myanmar Army set to cement rule with tough new election criteria

The UN is supportive of ASEAN, ever keen to play a mediator’s role in Myanmar. But the
Myanmar government refuses to cooperate with ASEAN. In April 2021, Commander-in-Chief
Min Aung Hlaing accepted ASEAN’s ‘Five-Point Consensus’ formula as a way out, but later he
resiled from it, refusing to make any concessions to the opposition. The ASEAN persists, but
only in form. This is because behind its façade of unity lies serious differences between the anti-
military group (Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, the Philippines and Brunei) and the pro-military
group (Thailand, Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia). A near-miracle was expected from the new
chair, Indonesia. However, Jakarta realises its limitations and believes that the problem lies
within, which Myanmar’s political class itself will have to resolve.

China and Russia are busy forging close cooperation with the government. China has extensive
interests ranging from the strategic to economic domains. It dislikes instability, but has enough
partners enabling it to keep consolidating its position. Shunned by the West due to the war in
Ukraine, Russia has found a willing partner in Myanmar’s generals who need Russian arms,
training and political support. The more the West pressures the junta, the tighter becomes the
latter’s embrace of Beijing and Moscow.

As the world’s largest democracy, India desires a stable and prosperous Myanmar where
democracy flourishes. But realpolitik comes in the way. New Delhi follows the policy of dealing
with the government of the day. Hence it does business with the generals, much to the NUG’s
discomfiture. Besides, India has solid security and economic interests. It needs assistance to
tackle the Indian Insurgent Groups sheltered in Myanmar; its mega infrastructure projects aimed
at the people’s welfare require the authorities’ cooperation; and it is resolved to stay in
competition with China for influence in Myanmar.

India’s Myanmar experts are hardly helping matters by being divided and offering contradictory
advice. One group wants the Modi government to stay the course. The other advocates a
studied opening towards the NUG and the ethnic groups. This camp even wants India to play a
mediator’s role in the imbroglio. New Delhi has never attempted this before and is unlikely to
consider it now. India’s options are limited. It knows that the root causes of the political problem
lie in Myanmar’s soil. The responsibility for finding a solution, therefore, rests with its leadership.

The big question now is whether the military can hold elections in August. Forget ‘free and fair’
elections. The sheer logistics of holding elections pose a serious challenge given the
opposition’s plans to disrupt them. Even if elections are held, they are unlikely to win credibility
or legitimacy at home or abroad. If the military defers them indefinitely, it would signal the
country’s return to square one. I wish I could spot some light at the end of the tunnel.

Rajiv Bhatia is Distinguished Fellow, Gateway House and a former Ambassador to Myanmar
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EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT VISIT TO INDIA STRENGTHENS
PARTNERSHIP
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More from the author

Egyptian President Abdel Fateh Al Sisi was on a visit to India from 24 to 26 January 2023. Al
Sisi was in India as chief guest for the 74th Republic Day celebrations held in New Delhi. The
visit coincided with both countries celebrating 75 years of establishment of diplomatic relations.
It was the first time that India had invited a leader from Egypt for the ceremony. The Egyptian
President had close discussions with Prime Minister Narendra Modi on bilateral, regional and
global issues. A number of agreements on crucial areas were also signed between the two
sides.

The visit of Egyptian president underlines the growing importance of Cairo for New Delhi. There
are several factors that highlight this intent. First, India and Egypt share a civilisational connect.
Their relationship can be traced back to the ancient times. Similarly, Egypt’s strategic location at
the crossroads of Africa, Asia and Europe gives it immense value. It also controls the Suez
Canal, the only direct channel of global trade between waters connecting Europe with the Indo-
Pacific. Approximately 12 per cent of global trade traverses through the Suez Canal.1  

At the same time, Egypt has been one of India’s important trading partners in the West Asia and
Africa region. The current bilateral trade between India and Egypt is around US$ 7.26 billion.2
There has been a significant interest of Indian industry in developing commercial relations with
the country. Over 50 Indian companies are present in the country and the total Indian investment
is over US$ 3 billion.3 They are present in diverse sectors, such as agriculture, automobile,
energy and chemicals.

Egypt is also perceived as a gateway to Africa due to its strong trading links and free trade
agreements across the continent. The country offers fresh opportunities to Indian private sector
and industry to expand its presence in the continent.  Moreover, India and Egypt are
development partners within the South–South cooperation framework. Both countries also share
the common viewpoint of supporting African countries’ development aspirations. During its
presidency of the African Union, Egypt took some steps towards expanding development
cooperation and investment with other countries on the continent. The possibilities of both India
and Egypt working towards triangular development cooperation with other African countries are
immense. 

Finally, Egypt is an important partner of India in the multilateral arena. Both countries are the
founding members of the Non Aligned Movement (NAM) and recognise the need for reform in
multilateral institutions. India and Egypt are together as a member and dialogue partner
respectively of the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA). Similarly, they are both dialogue
partners of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO). They also have an opportunity to
cooperate on matters related to global economic governance at the G20. As the President of
G20, India has invited Egypt as a guest country for the summit to be held in September 2023.

The recent visit marks the third visit of President Al Sisi to India. He had visited India earlier
during the 3rd India–Africa Forum hosted by India in 2015 and subsequently for a state visit in
2016. The importance given to his visit to India is reflected by the fact that he was accompanied

/taxonomy/term/158
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by a high-powered delegation comprising of five ministers and senior officials. The visit is path-
breaking as India and Egypt decided to elevate the relationship to a ‘strategic partnership’ and
enhance political, security and economic cooperation.

There is no doubt that both India and Egypt share similar views on a number of security issues,
terrorism and cybersecurity in particular. Egypt, like India, has faced the scourge of terrorism for
long. It has evolved a holistic approach to counter terrorism. This encompasses not only security
solutions but also, examining the economic, cultural and ideological roots of the problem.
Therefore, it was not surprising that the two leaders called for zero tolerance on terrorism.
Cybersecurity is another area in which the views of the two leaders converged. A recent report
suggests that in the year 2022, India was one of the most targeted countries in terms of cyber-
attacks on government sector in the world.4 Similarly, Egypt has been identified as one of the 20
largest countries vulnerable to cyber-attacks. Looking at this scenario, it is important that both
India and Egypt join hands to deal with this emerging challenge.

The two leaders also discussed cooperation in food and health security. The COVID-19
pandemic and the recent Ukraine conflict have impacted food and health security in countries
across the world, including Egypt and India. Egypt, one of the largest importers of wheat from
Russia and Ukraine, had procured wheat from India after conflict broke out between the two
countries. Both India and Egypt had supported each other during the COVID-19 pandemic. India
had supplied COVID vaccines to Egypt. Similarly, Cairo had sent medical supplies, including
oxygen cylinders, to India.

President Al Sisi and Prime Minister Modi agreed to expand cooperation in the security sector.
Defence cooperation between the two countries is not new. India has been training Egyptian
armed forces officers since the 1960s. Some of the recent engagements include exchange of
visits, joint exercises and defence exhibitions. During Defence Minister Rajnath Singh’s visit to
Egypt in September 2022, a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on defence cooperation was
signed by the two sides. President Al Sisi’s visit will hopefully lead to greater synergies in this
crucial sector.

The two leaders also had wide-ranging discussion on economic matters. Egypt may allocate
land to Indian industry in the Suez Canal Economic Zone (SCEZ). The two sides decided to
expand the bilateral trade to US$ 12 billion in the next five years.5 However, to achieve this
target, India and Egypt will have to address the impediments in expanding trade. The visit ended
with an exchange of five MOUs in the crucial areas of cybersecurity, information technology,
culture, youth matters and broadcasting.

In conclusion, the visit of President of Egypt to India has elevated the relationship to a strategic
partnership. The spate of agreements and warm chemistry between the leaders augurs well for
future relations between the two leading powers in Africa and Asia, respectively.

Views expressed are of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Manohar
Parrrikar IDSA or of the Government of India.
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‘Having the political will to implement pro-trade policies can improve the lives of Asians’ | Photo
Credit: K.R. DEEPAK

South Asia should now have a re-look at regional trade across Asia after the warning by the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) on January 31, 2023, that global trade would slow down from
5.4% in 2022 to 2.4% in 2023. This forecast is optimistic with polycrisis risks such as an
escalating Russia-Ukraine war, a decoupling from global supply chains and tackling variants of
the COVID-19 virus.

A recently published paper in an IMF book, “South Asia’s Path to Resilient Growth”, argues that
a strong base exists for South Asia trading more with dynamic East Asia: since the 1990s, South
Asia-East Asia trade has gathered pace, which is linked to India’s trade re-aligning towards East
Asia through its ‘Look East’ and ‘Act East’ policies, South Asia adopting reforms, and also China
offshoring global supply chains to Asia. The total merchandise trade between South Asia and
East Asia (in dollar terms) grew at about 10% annually between 1990 and 2018 to $332 billion in
2018, and could reach about $500 billion looking ahead. The handful of free trade agreements
(FTAs) linking economies in South Asia with East Asia may rise to 30 by 2030.

In addition, regional trade in Asia is recovering after the COVID-19 pandemic and has opened
opportunities for South Asia to participate in global value chains and services trade.

What then needs to be done?

First, regional trade integration across Asia can be encouraged by gradually reducing barriers to
goods and services trade. Import tariffs and murky non-tariff measures have risen in several
South Asian economies since the 2008 global financial crisis — and never reversed. To get
beyond this, South Asia’s trade opening should be calibrated with tax reforms as trade taxes
account for much of government revenue in some economies. Adjustment financing to losing
sectors to reallocate factors of production and re-training of workers is also essential to promote
gains from trade and mitigate income inequality.

Second, improve the performance of special economic zones (SEZs) and invest in services
SEZs to facilitate industrial clustering and exports. South Asia has over 600 SEZs in operation,
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in Kochi (India), Gwadar (Pakistan), Mirsarai (Bangladesh) and Hambantota (Sri Lanka).
However, these SEZs have a variable record in terms of exports and jobs and fostering
domestic linkages. Competitive fiscal incentives only matter on the margin in the locational
decisions of multinationals, and long tax holidays deprive economies of vital tax revenue.
Improving SEZ processes and outcomes in South Asia requires ensuring macroeconomic and
political stability, adopting good practice regulatory policies towards investors, providing reliable
electricity and 5G broadband cellular technology, and also upgrading worker skills.

Third, pursue comprehensive FTAs that eventually lead to the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP) to provide for a regional rules-based trade to insure against rising
protectionism. While South Asia is a latecomer to FTAs when compared to East Asia, it has
made a start with the Japan-India FTA, the Sri Lanka-Singapore FTA and the Pakistan-
Indonesia FTA.

But the devil is in the detail. South Asian economies need to improve tariff preference use by
better preparing business in navigating the complex rules of origin in FTAs and including issues
relevant to global supply chains in future FTAs. Although India opted out of the RCEP talks in
November 2019, the door is still open for it to join the agreement. India has also concluded FTAs
with the United Arab Emirates and Australia in 2022. The confidence gained from these can help
prepare for future RCEP membership by undertaking structural reforms to boost business
competitiveness in supply chains and foster greater regulatory coherence with East Asia.

If India joins RCEP, the rest of South Asia may be incentivised to join out of a fear of being left
out and suffering from trade diversion effects.

Fourth, a reinvented trade-focused Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and
Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) can facilitate stronger trade ties and support the interests of
smaller members. Inactivity in the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC)
means that India is laying emphasis on BIMSTEC to foster South Asia and Southeast Asia
cooperation. Reinventing BIMSTEC requires better resourcing its Secretariat, concluding the
long-running BIMSTEC FTA, building trade capacity in smaller economies, and introducing
dialogue partner status to encourage open regionalism in Asia.

While broad South Asia-East Asia trade may be desirable, the advent of increasingly complex
geopolitics might rule this out for some time. Accordingly, a narrower geographical coverage
between South Asia and Southeast Asia may be a building block for eventual trade integration
across Asia. To mitigate a backlash against regionalisation, the larger economies should
facilitate gains from trade to the smaller economies.

Slowing global trade means that trading more within Asia makes economic sense. Having the
political will to implement pro-trade policies can improve the lives of Asians. India is South Asia’s
largest economy and its G-20 presidency can be a good platform to initiate these changes.

Ganeshan Wignaraja is the Professorial Fellow in Economics and Trade, Gateway House,
Mumbai, and Senior Research Associate, ODI Global, London. The views expressed are
personal
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Army vehicles moving towards the LAC in Leh in September 2020. | Photo Credit: PTI

A report prepared for a security conference in Delhi set off a controversy by stating that India
has lost access to 26 of 65 patrolling points along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) since the
Galwan Valley clash in April 2020. External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar emphasised again that
no territory has been ceded to China, while the Opposition has called for the government to
clarify matters on the LAC. In a conversation moderated by Suhasini Haidar, Satish Dua and
Manoj Joshi discuss whether the government should put out a white paper on Ladakh. Edited
excerpts:

How do you see the report, prepared by a senior police officer in Ladakh, that says India has lost
patrolling access to 26 of 65 patrolling points since 2020?

Satish Dua: The Superintendent of Police in Leh would have very little experience, or exposure,
to the border patrols and patrol points. If the Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP), which does
some of the patrolling, as the Army does in those parts, had brought out the report, I would have
found that more credible.

Manoj Joshi: I see it in the context of the fact that the government has not been telling us much
about the situation at the LAC. If a police officer has brought out a report for a conference of the
Director Generals of Police, sponsored by the Intelligence Bureau, the officer would have
spoken to many people, including the ITBP, to write it. The report gives specific numbers of
patrolling points, and I see no error in them. For example, if you look at the Depsang bulge, the
report has named each of the patrolling points there. I would call the report credible. It shows
that the situation in Ladakh along the LAC appears to be more serious than has been disclosed
by the government.

Looking back at all that has happened since 2020, how do you judge the government’s response
to China’s actions as distinct from the military’s response at the LAC?

Manoj Joshi: Military sources have actually been more forthcoming than the government. The
government has been fudging the issue right from the point when the Prime Minister said no one
has entered [Indian territory], and no post is lost. The fact is that the entire Depsang bulge has
been blockaded by the Chinese, and remains blockaded. And there seem to be other areas

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/line-of-actual-control-india-china-the-line-of-actual-contest/article31822311.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/indian-army-says-20-soldiers-killed-in-clash-with-chinese-troops-in-the-galwan-area/article61668218.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/parliament-proccedings-india-will-not-tolerate-any-unilateral-attempts-to-change-lac-jaishankar/article66235094.ece
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where Chinese soldiers have occupied our patrolling points. Some of the points are, of course,
denied to us by mutual agreement, as we have agreed to create these buffer zones along parts
of the LAC. And I think all this must be acknowledged.

Satish Dua: One must distinguish between the government’s response and the military’s
response. The government could have done better in terms of the information provided by
official sources. There is a value we place on confidentiality of operational matters, and
obviously those details can’t be shared. But some more information could have been provided
on the patrol points and buffer zones that have been created. The buffer zones have been
created by mutual agreement. And the purpose of these zones is to avoid any confrontation and
escalation.

I would also like to say that apart from the incidents at Galwan and Kailash ranges, we have not
seen any action between the two armies for over half a century. This means that our responses,
military-level talks, and WMCC (Working Mechanism for Consultation and Coordination on India-
China Border Affairs) talks have helped to ensure that the situation does not escalate whenever
the patrols come face to face. That is saying a lot, considering that both India and China are
nuclear countries.

So, do you think the government should review its communication strategy? Should it consider,
for example, publishing a white paper on China’s actions at the LAC and the Indian response
thus far?

Satish Dua: If there is lack of information in today’s era of information wars, somebody will fill up
that space. Either that space will be filled up by the other side [China] or by the disruptors in
India — armchair strategists who have less knowledge of the ground position. I think we should
have put out a little more information from official sources without disclosing any details of an
operational nature.

Look, we don’t have a national security strategy or a national defence strategy guidance
document in our country. Compared to the Line of Control (LoC), the LAC has multiple agencies
and forces working without unity of command. The responsibility for border security is with the
ITBP, which is under the Home Ministry. In recent years, the Army also patrols; it is under the
Ministry of Defence. There are special frontier force units deployed at the LAC, which are under
the Cabinet Secretariat. The WMCC is driven by the Ministry of External Affairs. There is a high-
level military dialogue as well. And there is a China Study Group which takes some tactical-level
decisions such as patrol points.

Contrast this to the LoC, where we have the Border Security Force deployed, but under the
operational control of the Army. That system has been working fine for decades. So, whether
you call it a policy directive or a white paper, we need to have better clarity on the operational
and administrative aspects of the LAC.

Manoj Joshi: More than a white paper, the government needs to re-strategise its border policy.
After the Galwan incident, the government has authorised soldiers, at least those operating in
Ladakh, to use guns to defend themselves. But we don’t know what the instructions are in the
east (Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim), because in the December 9, 2022 Yangtse incident, the
Chinese tried to overwhelm our posts by physical force, not with guns. So, I think we need to re-
strategise the way we handle the LAC. Maybe we need to create a 5-km buffer zone on either
side of the LAC, so that Indian and Chinese soldiers never meet physically. In a white paper, the
government would have to reveal a lot of things that it doesn’t want to reveal. And I think
sometimes the government has to be given some latitude to formulate policy in a confidential
manner when it comes to national security.
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Should the government consider publishing a paper on the ground position or a map delineating
India’s claims, even if China refuses to?

Manoj Joshi: The Chinese agreed to clarify the points of differences on the LAC in 1993, but
subsequently they have stopped. They use the imprecise LAC to keep us off balance. The root
of the problem is Chinese intentions with regard to the LAC. In 2014 and 2015, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi tried to call openly for a clarification of the LAC. So, I agree that we should
simply go ahead and publish a map detailing our notion of the LAC and tell the Chinese, this is
it.

Satish Dua: Yes, we should have a precise LAC. The Chinese had, in a couple of meetings
earlier, agreed that we will exchange maps on the 22 identified flashpoints between us and them
at the LAC, but they balk at actually exchanging maps — although they did once in the central
sector give some maps. To that end, it is a good idea for us to publicly put out our version as a
map. But we must continue this process of dialogue, because then we are able to sort out
technical problems at the ground level. In fact, if anything, we must raise the level of talks,
including to the summit level. We must keep exploring those opportunities rather than always
thinking of confrontation.

Manoj Joshi: What we lost in 2020 was trust [in China]. We had built up that trust since 1993 all
the way to 2020. There were even the two summits in Wuhan and Mamallapuram. Everything
was going well. The issue is, metaphorically speaking, how can you put the toothpaste [trust]
back into the tube [relationship]? You know, despite all the 2020 events, Indian and Chinese
officials communicated 1,500 times with military officials through various hotlines and meetings.
So, there is a process. War would be a catastrophe between two nuclear-armed powers. I think
we need to do some blunt talking with China. And yes, Prime Minister Modi could tell President
Xi [Jinping] that the trust has collapsed after 2020, and it is for China to restore it. And let us
both together now try to work out some new processes and procedures to maintain peace and
tranquility.

Are there lessons for the government from previous stand-offs such as the 1986 Sumdorong
Chu stand-off or the 2013 Depsang stand-off on how to manage its public communications?

Manoj Joshi: If the government had disclosed more, the revelations in the police report would
not have been such a shock. Most Indians don’t know that access to the huge area in Depsang
bulge, about 900 sq km, is being denied to us. The government should always err on the side of
more information than less. In any case, since 2020, many foreign agencies and trackers have
put out satellite information of what has happened. Satellite imagery has given us more
information on Yangtse. So, I don’t understand why the government should hide information that
is already widely available.

Satish Dua: Sumdorong Chu taught us that patience is the name of the game, as it took seven-
eight years to sort out. But times have changed since then. This is not the mid-1980s. In this
information age, more information is required. We will have to leave the question of how much to
share to the government and the military. But yes, if the government puts out information from its
perspective, it restricts speculation.

Lieutenant General Satish Dua, former Corps Commander of the Kashmir-based Chinar
Corps, retired as Chief of Integrated Defence Staff; Manoj Joshi is Distinguished Fellow at
the Observer Research Foundation and author of Understanding the India-China Border:
The Enduring Threat of War in the High Himalayas
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Two years after it captured power through a coup, Myanmar’s military is struggling to maintain
its grip on power in a country that has become a land of many mutinies. On February 1, the
second anniversary of the coup that toppled the elected government of Aung San Suu Kyi,
thousands joined the opposition’s call for a “silent strike” by shutting shops and staying at home.
The junta’s decision to extend the state of emergency — which would also mean that the August
elections the Generals had announced seeking political legitimacy would be further delayed —
points to the regime’s weakening control. This is certainly not the scenario Gen. Min Aung
Hlaing had anticipated when he grabbed power, citing fraud in the 2020 general election which
Ms. Suu Kyi’s party had swept. The Tatmadaw (the military) imprisoned the entire government
and most of the ruling party lawmakers, including Ms. Suu Kyi, cracked down on democracy
protests and started ruling the country directly — old tactics that have helped the Generals to
rule through fear. But unlike in the past when the military faced democratic civilian resistance to
its brutal rule, Myanmar fell into an armed civil war after the February coup. Whatever the
military did to take control only made matters worse.

Now the junta is facing multiple crises in the face of a humanitarian disaster. The remnants of
the old government have formed an alternative administration, the National Unity Government.
Several cells of the People’s Defence Force (PDF), the armed wing of the NUT, have sprung up
in the otherwise peaceful Buddhist heartlands carrying out ambushes. In the borderlands, ethnic
minority militias, which have been fighting the military, have joined hands with the urban
guerillas of the PDF. The junta’s response has been indiscriminate bombings. Since the coup,
some 3,000 civilians have been killed, 40,000 houses destroyed and about 1.5 million people
displaced. According to the UN, some 17.6 million people, roughly a third of Myanmar’s
population, will need humanitarian assistance. The junta is neither interested in nor capable of
addressing these problems. And the war it is fighting against its own people is not helping the
Generals’ cause either — a report by the Special Advisory Council for Myanmar, an independent
group of international experts, says the junta has stable control over only 17% of the country.
This is an unprecedented scenario. What Myanmar urgently needs is meaningful dialogue
between the junta and the opposition to restore democracy and start talks with ethnic rebels.
Regional and international players, especially the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), China and India, should push the Generals to start talks with the opposition.
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The shooting down of a Chinese surveillance balloon by the U.S. military has served as a stark
reminder of the deep distrust that characterises relations between the world’s two biggest
powers. The detection of the balloon last week over Montana sparked a diplomatic crisis,
leading to U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken calling off a highly anticipated visit to China
from February 6. The visit, which would have been the first by a top U.S. diplomat since 2018,
was the result of a months-long effort to halt the downward spiral in ties, coming out of the
Biden-Xi meet in November at the G-20 Bali summit. The fragility of that effort has been laid
bare by the controversy over the balloon, which has punctured the process of restoring stability
in relations that have been marred by growing discord. Beijing has maintained that the balloon
was “civilian” (meteorology), but had drifted off-course. It also slammed the move to shoot it
down as an overreaction. The U.S. has seen the deployment of what it called a surveillance
balloon, on the eve of the Blinken visit, deep into its airspace as a grave provocation — one, it
pointed out, that Beijing too would not have tolerated.

U.S. officials have acknowledged this was by no means the first such surveillance balloon
spotted over American skies; there was a similar incident under the Trump administration.
Balloons were also spotted over Japan in 2020 and 2021, and over India’s Andaman Islands last
year. All three governments did not take steps to shoot down the balloons, presumably coming
to the conclusion that the balloons, in the age of intelligence powered by advanced satellites,
were not important enough to warrant being shot down. New Delhi and Tokyo may now be
prompted to reassess how they handle such intrusions in the future. Beijing, for its part, would
do well to reconsider the benefits and costs of what appears to be a new, and provocative, tool
for intelligence-gathering. It is conceivable that the Biden administration may have allowed the
balloon to quietly drift away had it not been spotted in Montana. The Biden administration faced
intense criticism at home for not shooting down the balloon earlier. Its response, including
cancelling the Blinken visit, reflects how China has become a hot-button issue in U.S. politics.
This development has constrained how a key relationship is managed. In 2001, the U.S. and
China were able to dial down tensions after a collision between a U.S. spy plane and a Chinese
fighter jet over Hainan island in China. Should a similar crisis now arise, particularly against the
charged backdrop of an intensifying rivalry, muscle-flexing over Taiwan, and a heated domestic
discourse, finding an off-ramp will be far more difficult.
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G20 ENERGY TRANSITIONS WORKING GROUP
DELIBERATIONS CONCLUDE SUCCESSFULLY WITH
SHARED VIEWS AND CONSENSUS ON PRIORITY
AREAS
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The two-day deliberations of the first G20 Energy Transitions Working Group concluded
successfully in Bengaluru today with shared views and consensus on priority areas.

Talking to media persons on the second day's proceedings Shri Alok Kumar, Secretary (Power)
said that the member countries responded positively to the need for energy security and
diversified supply chains. Participants, however, shared the view that the energy transition
pathway should be different for each country depending on its energy base and potential. There
emerged a clear understanding that fossil fuels would continue to be used more or less in most
of the countries in the coming 15 to 20 years to increase the share of renewal energy, he said.

The Power Secretary said, it was appreciated that grid inter-connections like India is promoting
under "One Sun, One World, One Grid"  can lead  to better utilisation of available energy
sources amongst member countries without  much storage capacity. Deliberations stressed the
need to  focus  more on energy efficiency of industries.

As regards the session on Universal Access to Clean Energy, Shri Alok Kumar said,
deliberations stressed the need to manage fuel prices and choice of technology to see that
everyone on the planet has access to affordable energy. Member countries favoured a people-
centric energy transition mechanism, he added.

Delegates complimented India for the mission-mode implementation of  Soubhagya, Ujala and
Ujjwal energy schemes that led to complete access to electricity, clean cooking and efficient
lighting.The Power Secretary informed that the next ETWG  meeting is scheduled in the first
week of April in Gandhinagar, Gujarat.

On the side-lines, India has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Indonesia-
Malaysia-Thailand Growth Triangle Joint Business Council (IMT-GT JBC), Malaysia to further
promote the adoption of energy efficiency and sustainable practices in the region. Energy
Efficiency Services Limited (EESL), a Public Sector Undertakings under the Ministry of Power,
signed the  (MoU) with the IMT-GT JBC Malaysia coinciding with the India Energy Week
celebrations.

As part of this strategic partnership, EESL will provide technical advisory, project management
support, contracting and implementation support to execute select energy efficiency
programmes from its portfolio with proven track records of successful implementation.

Delegates were taken to Infosis Green Buildings Campus in the city today. Tomorrow, a visit to
the Pavagada solar plant will be arranged.

The three-day event got underway yesterday with the key-note address by Union Minister for
Power and New & Renewable Energy Shri R.K. Singh.  Over 150 delegates including G20
countries and nine special invitee guest countries participated  besides  the World Bank, Asian
Development Bank, United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and many other international
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The two-day deliberations of the first G20 Energy Transitions Working Group concluded
successfully in Bengaluru today with shared views and consensus on priority areas.

Talking to media persons on the second day's proceedings Shri Alok Kumar, Secretary (Power)
said that the member countries responded positively to the need for energy security and
diversified supply chains. Participants, however, shared the view that the energy transition
pathway should be different for each country depending on its energy base and potential. There
emerged a clear understanding that fossil fuels would continue to be used more or less in most
of the countries in the coming 15 to 20 years to increase the share of renewal energy, he said.

The Power Secretary said, it was appreciated that grid inter-connections like India is promoting
under "One Sun, One World, One Grid"  can lead  to better utilisation of available energy
sources amongst member countries without  much storage capacity. Deliberations stressed the
need to  focus  more on energy efficiency of industries.

As regards the session on Universal Access to Clean Energy, Shri Alok Kumar said,
deliberations stressed the need to manage fuel prices and choice of technology to see that
everyone on the planet has access to affordable energy. Member countries favoured a people-
centric energy transition mechanism, he added.

Delegates complimented India for the mission-mode implementation of  Soubhagya, Ujala and
Ujjwal energy schemes that led to complete access to electricity, clean cooking and efficient
lighting.The Power Secretary informed that the next ETWG  meeting is scheduled in the first
week of April in Gandhinagar, Gujarat.

On the side-lines, India has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Indonesia-
Malaysia-Thailand Growth Triangle Joint Business Council (IMT-GT JBC), Malaysia to further
promote the adoption of energy efficiency and sustainable practices in the region. Energy
Efficiency Services Limited (EESL), a Public Sector Undertakings under the Ministry of Power,
signed the  (MoU) with the IMT-GT JBC Malaysia coinciding with the India Energy Week
celebrations.

As part of this strategic partnership, EESL will provide technical advisory, project management
support, contracting and implementation support to execute select energy efficiency
programmes from its portfolio with proven track records of successful implementation.

Delegates were taken to Infosis Green Buildings Campus in the city today. Tomorrow, a visit to
the Pavagada solar plant will be arranged.

The three-day event got underway yesterday with the key-note address by Union Minister for
Power and New & Renewable Energy Shri R.K. Singh.  Over 150 delegates including G20
countries and nine special invitee guest countries participated  besides  the World Bank, Asian
Development Bank, United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and many other international
organisations.
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INDIA STRENGTHENING BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH
QATAR
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Today, Shri Sarbananda Sonowal, Union Minister, Ministry Ports, Shipping & Waterways had
discussions on various policies and programs initiating progress in the transportation facilities
between two borders with Minister of Transport of State of Qatar Mr Jassim Saif Ahmed Al-
Sulaiti in New Delhi. During this meeting Shri Shantanu Thakur, Minister of State for Ports,
Shipping & Waterways, Shri Sudhansh Pant, Secretary (PSW) and Shri Rajesh Kumar Sinha,
Additional Secretary (PSW) along with senior officers of the Ministry accompanied the Union
Minister MoPSW.

India-Qatar cooperation in diverse sectors has been steadily growing in an excellent framework
led by historical close ties, regular and substantive engagement. The large, diverse,
accomplished and highly regarded Indian model of international relations is making an important
contribution to Qatar's progress.

‘Fruitful discussions were held on commitment to strengthen the bilateral maritime cooperation,
including interaction between Indian Ports and Qatari Ports to share best practices in areas of
port operations, logistics, supply chain management, and digitalization’, said Shri Sarbananda
Sonowal
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It is to be noted that, Qatar’s key exports to India include LNG, LPG, chemicals and
petrochemicals, fertilisers, plastics, and aluminium articles, while India’s key exports to Qatar
include cereals, copper articles, iron and steel articles, vegetables, fruits, spices, and processed
food products, electrical and other machinery, plastic products, construction materials, textiles &
garments, chemicals, precious stones and rubber. India's bilateral trade with Qatar in 2021-22
was US$ 15.03 billion. India’s export to Qatar during 2021-22 was US$ 1.83 billion and India’s
import from Qatar was US$ 13.19 billion. In 2021, India was among the top four largest export
destinations for Qatar and is also among the top three sources of Qatar’s imports. 

This year (2023) marks 50 years of establishment of full diplomatic relations between India and
Qatar and Mr Jassim Saif Ahmed Al-Sulaiti is on an official visit to India from 5th to 8th February
2023.  

****

MJPS

Today, Shri Sarbananda Sonowal, Union Minister, Ministry Ports, Shipping & Waterways had
discussions on various policies and programs initiating progress in the transportation facilities
between two borders with Minister of Transport of State of Qatar Mr Jassim Saif Ahmed Al-
Sulaiti in New Delhi. During this meeting Shri Shantanu Thakur, Minister of State for Ports,
Shipping & Waterways, Shri Sudhansh Pant, Secretary (PSW) and Shri Rajesh Kumar Sinha,
Additional Secretary (PSW) along with senior officers of the Ministry accompanied the Union
Minister MoPSW.

India-Qatar cooperation in diverse sectors has been steadily growing in an excellent framework
led by historical close ties, regular and substantive engagement. The large, diverse,
accomplished and highly regarded Indian model of international relations is making an important
contribution to Qatar's progress.
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m‘Fruitful discussions were held on commitment to strengthen the bilateral maritime cooperation,
including interaction between Indian Ports and Qatari Ports to share best practices in areas of
port operations, logistics, supply chain management, and digitalization’, said Shri Sarbananda
Sonowal

It is to be noted that, Qatar’s key exports to India include LNG, LPG, chemicals and
petrochemicals, fertilisers, plastics, and aluminium articles, while India’s key exports to Qatar
include cereals, copper articles, iron and steel articles, vegetables, fruits, spices, and processed
food products, electrical and other machinery, plastic products, construction materials, textiles &
garments, chemicals, precious stones and rubber. India's bilateral trade with Qatar in 2021-22
was US$ 15.03 billion. India’s export to Qatar during 2021-22 was US$ 1.83 billion and India’s
import from Qatar was US$ 13.19 billion. In 2021, India was among the top four largest export
destinations for Qatar and is also among the top three sources of Qatar’s imports. 

This year (2023) marks 50 years of establishment of full diplomatic relations between India and
Qatar and Mr Jassim Saif Ahmed Al-Sulaiti is on an official visit to India from 5th to 8th February
2023.  
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As India ramps up its international outreach in the year of its G-20 presidency, better ties with
Canada are clearly on the agenda for the government, with the External Affairs Minister, S.
Jaishankar, hosting Canadian Foreign Minister Melanie Joly for bilateral talks in New Delhi. This
visit of Ms. Joly, who will be in Delhi again for the G-20 Foreign Minister’s Meeting in March, and
later again to accompany Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau for the G-20 summit, will be
followed by several other Ministers for other G-20 meetings. Another reason for the acceleration
in relations is Canada’s deteriorating ties with China. In November, Canada announced its new
Indo-Pacific Strategy that marked out China as an “increasingly disruptive global power”, while
referring to India as a “critical partner” with shared traditions of democracy and pluralism. In
addition, Canada’s search for new markets to diversify its considerable economic engagement
with China coincides with India’s push to conclude free trade agreements with many countries.
While officials have been working to announce an “Early Progress Trade Agreement” this year,
they are also hopeful of securing a Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement soon. The
flurry in bilateral activity is in contrast to past developments, especially after Mr. Trudeau’s
disastrous India visit in 2018, and his criticism of the Modi government’s handling of the farmers’
agitation in 2020-21 that led to the cancellation of diplomatic activity. The ties began to be reset
after he met Mr. Modi on the sidelines of the G-7 summit in Germany last year.

Several issues remain to be sorted out — New Delhi has continued to express concerns over
the resurgence of Khalistani separatism and calls for a “referendum” amid the Sikh community in
Canada as well as incidents of vandalism and violence targeting the Indian community there. In
addition, Canadian pronouncements on developments in India, including on rights and freedoms
can always set off diplomatic landmines. This has been a running thread in bilateral ties, which
have seen many ups and downs over the past decades, despite a massive Indian diaspora
population and student links. Canada was among the first countries associated with India’s
nuclear programme, but the relationship ruptured after India’s nuclear tests in 1974. When ties
began to improve in the 1980s, it was Indian anger over Canadian shelter to separatist
Khalistani groups behind the 1985 bombing of an Air India flight and the prolonged trial.
Relations were restored in 2010, with the visit of Prime Minister Manmohan Singh to Canada,
and an agreement on civil nuclear cooperation, and Mr. Modi in 2015. But they flagged after
2018. This year, timing and intent seem on course for a leap in ties which could bring strategic
and economic gains, provided both sides also focus on side-stepping the possible political
pitfalls along the way.

To read this editorial in Kannada, click here.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/explained-all-about-the-g20-history-of-the-forum-and-indias-presidency/article66208877.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/eam-jaishankar-speaks-to-canadian-counterpart-melanie-joly-with-focus-on-indo-pacific/article66253897.ece
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A POLYCRISIS THAT IS DEPLETING PAKISTAN’S
RESILIENCE
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A wholesale market in Karachi | Photo Credit: AFP

Pakistan is no stranger to crises, In fact, any reading of Pakistan’s history will inform the reader
that right from 1947, it was the ‘refugee crisis’ that came into the picture immediately following
Partition and Independence. As many as 14 million people crossed the West Pakistan/India
border, with Pakistan having to deal with this development having non-existent infrastructure.
There was concern and fear by leaders in both independent countries, that Pakistan would ‘not
survive’, and that it might even ‘return to the fold’. But despite an extraordinary and tumultuous
first few years, Pakistan has continued to survive and exist. Since 1947, Pakistan has gone
through scores of crises and near collapses, ranging from multiple political and constitutional
crises, and also those around terrorism.

Apart from a few good years, Pakistan’s economy has been in a state of a perpetual crisis,
dependent on the largesse and beneficence of donors, international financial institutions and
charity from so-called ‘friendly countries’. It has become a cliché that Pakistan is always in crisis,
and it is the supposed ‘resilience’ (a derogatory and condescending term) which the people of
Pakistan have, which sees them and the country through. However, a little after a month into the
new new year, there have been multiple crises, all at the same time. To begin with, Pakistan, yet
again, is facing an economic crisis, albeit one which is quite unprecedented when compared to
the past. Just a few days ago, the Financial Times, in a particularly hard-hitting editorial,
suggested that Pakistan ‘is on the brink’ of default and financial catastrophe, with a Sri Lankan-
type situation staring it in the face. This at a time when a delegation from the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) is in Islamabad to hammer out an agreement with the battered
Government of Pakistan led by Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif. Mr. Sharif himself has said, over
the last few days, that the conditions being imposed by the IMF to release a mere $1.1 billion
were severely harsh and ‘beyond imagination’.

That this is Pakistan’s 23rd agreement with the IMF is itself cause for grave concern.

Inflation stands at 28%, the highest in almost five decades, the Pakistani rupee has lost 17% of
its value in seven days, edging closer to PKR 300 for one U.S. dollar. Foreign exchange
reserves stand near $3 billion only — not even enough for a month’s imports — and falling every
few weeks. There does not seem to be any way of reversing this trend, easily and quickly. With
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severe import restrictions and constraints and the inability to pay in foreign currency, economists
have already declared Pakistan to be in ‘partial default’.

While there have been many situations and crises related to the economy in the past, such as at
the time of Pakistan’s nuclear tests in 1998, the macroeconomy has never looked this
precarious now than even during the global financial crisis of 2008, or in the last five decades.
The one time there was a possibility of a default was when 9/11 happened (2001) and
Pakistan’s economy had to be rescued and bailed out, receiving huge amounts of aid and rent
for its supposed premium geopolitical location next to Afghanistan as a base for American
designs and military ambitions in the region. At that time Pakistan was ruled by a military
dictator, General Pervez Musharraf, and there was apparent political ‘stability’ with the military in
complete control. This is not the case today.

While the economic crisis has only been made worse due to misgovernance and ineptitude
enveloped in hubris over the last four years, there was until a few months ago a sense of
political stability of sorts. Now, there is total political confrontation between the Shehbaz Sharif-
led multi-party coalition, the Pakistan Democratic Movement, and the ousted and belligerent
former Prime Minister, Imran Khan. Mr. Khan not only upset the political status quo which
continued to survive since 2018 (when elections were last held), but has dissolved two (out of
four) provincial assemblies which his party controlled. Hence, 67% of Pakistan’s population
faces a situation of no longer having an elected government, and the two provinces are being
run by caretaker governments. Mr. Khan has also become the most vocal and vociferous critic of
senior members of the Pakistan Army, singling out the former Chief of the Army Staff, General
Qamar Javed Bajwa, who Mr. Khan accuses of conspiring to have him removed from office. In
addition, the courts are yet to pronounce their verdicts on cases which could possibly see Mr.
Khan disqualified and barred from contesting elections, a possibility which has made Mr. Khan
announce that he will start a jail bharo (court arrest) campaign. Instability and uncertainty
dominate at every level.

If political and economic destabilisation were bad enough after many years of an apparent
peace, one sees the return of terrorism to Pakistan. The case, on January 30, where a suicide
bomber killed over a 100 worshippers in a mosque in Peshawar, accounts for one of the most
serious incidents on a single day in over more than two decades of terrorism. The fact that there
is little clarity which faction of the Taliban (or the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)) was behind
this makes things far worse. In the past, such acts have been dealt with through a decisive
response, but with the Chief of Army Staff, General Syed Asim Muneer, leaving for a five-day
tour to the United Kingdom (on defence-related issues, between February 5 and 9) soon after
the blast, questions have been raised about the resolve and response to end terrorism in
Pakistan.

Pakistan has become a dysfunctional state where its elites have revealed their incompetence
and hubris in failing to address fundamental and day-to-day issues of a public nature. Amassing
wealth through privilege and being unresponsive to the needs of the citizens, they continue to
rule whether under the façade of a democracy or through extended periods of military
dictatorship. The absence of any sort of political opposition or alternative, particularly in the form
of progressive political parties and groups, or even spontaneous civic action demonstrating
anger, is Pakistan’s biggest crisis. The label of being ‘resilient’ is fading.

S. Akbar Zaidi is a political economist and heads the IBA, Karachi. The views expressed are
personal
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Lately, the world has witnessed the geopolitical construct of the Asia-Pacific being progressively
replaced by the Indo-Pacific. This has created a diplomatic domino effect with many
governments shifting their focus to Indo-Pacific and articulating their strategic approach towards
the region.1 As a result, major powers like the US, France and the European Union (EU) have
come out with their Indo-Pacific Strategies (IPS), attempting to articulate and accentuate their
economic, political and strategic interests in the region. The latest to join this list are Canada and
the Republic of Korea (ROK), who unveiled their strategies on 27 November 2022 and 28
December 2022, respectively. Both the documents signal a major transformation in their
respective government’s foreign policy outlook.

Canada identifies itself as a Pacific nation and describes the Indo-Pacific as its neighbouring
region. The strategy implies that the future of the Canadian economy, trade, immigration
policies, environment and security would be extensively shaped through Canada’s engagement
with the Indo-Pacific region.2 But it must be noted that Canada’s attempts to engage with the
region are not new. During the 1980s and early 1990s, the Canadian government, led by then
Prime Minister Brian Mulroney, sought to play a more active role in the emerging security and
economic cooperation architecture of the region. This proactive engagement continued with
successive Canadian governments which even participated in the early multilateral negotiations
on the South China Sea (SCS) disputes.

However, post the 1997 Asian Financial Crisis, Canada began to disengage from the region due
to budgetary constraints and diminishing political support.3 Subsequently, Canada’s visibility
and influence in the region receded as a result of which it was excluded from the East Asia
Summit (EAS). Also, despite being a dialogue partner of ASEAN and a member of the ASEAN
Regional Forum (ARF), Canada was not invited to be the part of ASEAN Defence Ministers’
Meeting Plus (ADMM Plus).4

After a prolonged period of absence, Canada’s need to re-engage with the region was brought
forth by the findings of the Standing Senate Committee on Foreign Affairs and International
Trade. These findings were released in 2015 in a report titled ‘Securing Canada’s Place in Asia-
Pacific: A Focus on Southeast Asia’. This report recommended leading the whole country's effort
to recognise the importance of the Asia-Pacific region for securing Canada’s future prosperity
and seizing regional opportunities. The report underscored the need for developing and
implementing a comprehensive and sustained approach to strengthening Canada’s engagement
with the region.5

Accordingly, the Trudeau administration began scaling up Canada’s military, economic and
diplomatic presence in the Indo-Pacific. In 2018, the Canadian Navy launched Operation
Projection, which is an ongoing naval presence mission in the Indo-Pacific.6 On the economic
and diplomatic front, Canada signed the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) agreement in 2016 and
began seeking membership in forums like the EAS and ADMM-Plus.

In line with these efforts, its IPS has been underpinned by a core assumption that the rising
influence of the Indo-Pacific region is a once-in-a-generation shift that requires a Canadian
response.7 The strategy has pledged to allocate US$ 2.3 billion for investments in five priority
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areas over the next five years.8 These relate to security, trade and resilient supply chains,
human resources (HR), sustainable development and strategic engagement with the Indo-
Pacific nations.

The strategy describes China as a disruptive global power and unequivocally makes it clear that
Canada will challenge China on issues like coercion and violations of human rights. At the same
time, the strategy also implies that Canada would seek to cooperate with China on issues such
as climate change and nuclear proliferation. The strategy envisages a four-tier diplomatic
engagement with China at domestic, bilateral, regional and multilateral levels.9 In a nutshell,
Canada’s IPS reflects its aspirations to re-engage with the Asia-Pacific region and regain lost
ground, post its disengagement in the late 1990s.

South Korean Foreign Minister Park Jin has described their IPS as the de-facto foreign policy
doctrine of the Yoon administration and a new chapter in Korean diplomacy for a proactive
engagement in both regional and global affairs.10 Being geographically located in a high-threat
environment, Seoul has been maneuvering between Washington and Beijing with a cautious
and at times ambiguous approach.  Despite being a formal ally of the US under the 1953 Mutual
Defence Treaty, South Korea has deep-rooted economic linkages with China which is its largest
trading partner with Free Trade Agreement (FTA) since 2015. These factors had compelled the
erstwhile government in Seoul led by Moon Jae-in to avoid antagonising China and
accommodate its rise through a cautious posture of strategic ambiguity.11

However, observers have noted that South Korea’s Indo-Pacific strategy indicates the Yoon
government’s clear departure from this strategic ambiguity. The strategy illustrates Seoul's
strategic alignment with Washington’s IPS which is firmly rooted in preserving the rules-based
international order and promoting democratic values.12 At the same time, the strategy seeks to
promote a more mature relationship with China based on mutual respect and reciprocity guided
by international norms and rules.13

The most significant takeaway from the strategy is that Seoul’s outlook for the Indo-Pacific is
shaped by its aspirations to become a global pivot state and expand its influence beyond the
Korean Peninsula. To achieve this, the strategy seeks to deepen strategic cooperation with
nations across the key regions of the Indo-Pacific including Southeast Asia, South Asia, Oceania
and East Africa.14

The strategy lays down nine core lines of effort for enhancing the strategic cooperation between
South Korea and other like-minded countries in the Indo-Pacific. These efforts cover cooperation
in domains of maritime security, cyber security, counter-terrorism, non-proliferation, energy
security, management of resilient supply chains and promoting rule-based order through
diplomacy.15 The strategy has been successful in reaffirming President Yoon’s efforts to adopt
a more assertive and proactive foreign policy in comparison to his predecessor. At the same, the
greatest challenge for the Yoon administration would be to deliver on these commitments in the
face of possible Chinese pressures in the future.16

Through the analysis of these two strategies, certain common threads can be observed

The primacy of Strategic Depth with the US

One of the most important commonalities of both strategies is their consonance with the
American strategic perspective on the region that has been bought forth in the US’s IPS
released in early 2022. ROK’s strategy describes Seoul’s alliance with the US as the lynchpin for
peace and prosperity in the Korean Peninsula and the Indo-Pacific.17 On the other hand,
Canada’s IPS highlights Ottawa’s commitment to strengthen its engagement in the region
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through US-led economic and security groupings like the G7 and the Five Eyes. Also,
Washington and Ottawa have been working towards establishing the Canada–US Strategic
dialogue on the Indo-Pacific to synchronise their engagement in the region.18

Focus on engagement with the ASEAN

The support for ASEAN centrality and its outlook for the Indo-Pacific (AOIP) has been
highlighted in both strategies. ROK’s strategy has identified the Yoon administration’s
Korea–ASEAN Solidarity Initiative (KASI) as the platform for enhancing engagement with the
ASEAN.19 Canada’s strategy envisages the elevation of Canada–ASEAN relations to the level
of strategic partnership and attaining membership in forums ADMM-Plus and EAS.20

Recognition of India’s Strategic Significance

The emphasis on enhancing strategic cooperation with India has been a key highlight in the IPS
of not only the ROK and Canada but also the US, France and the EU. All these strategies have
acknowledged India’s economic, demographic and political significance to the Indo-Pacific.

Aspirations to become a global pivot state

Pivot States have been defined as those that possess military, economic and ideational strategic
assets that are coveted by great powers. A change in a pivot state’s association has important
repercussions for regional and global security.21 This has been explicitly stated in ROK’s
strategy where it is stated that Seoul aspires to become a global pivotal state that actively seeks
to shape the geopolitics in the Indo-Pacific and beyond.22 On the other hand, although not
explicitly mentioned, Canada’s IPS is reflective of Ottawa’s aspirations to become a pivotal
middle power in the long run through its active engagement in the Indo-Pacific.

Despite the above-elucidated common threads, the analysis of the strategies also highlights
differences, as under:

The stance against a Belligerent China

Although both strategies are underpinned by their support to preserve existing rules-based order
and oppose any unilateral attempts to challenge the status quo in the region, the language
adopted to criticise China’s actions differs. Ellen Kim notes that ROK’s strategy has adopted a
more nuanced language mindful of not antagonising China. On the other hand, Canada’s
strategy has been explicit in pointing out China’s blatant disregard for international rules and
norms that have caused a detrimental impact on the Indo-Pacific.23

Immigration Policies

South Korea is a small and ethnically homogenous country, and its strategy does not include a
focus on immigration policies. On the other hand, Canada being a large country with a sparse
population; focus on immigration policies to attract skilled manpower from the Indo-Pacific region
has been a key aspect of its strategy.

Defence Cooperation with India

ROK’s strategy envisages fostering a stronger relationship with India across all areas including
defence. But Canada’s strategy notably excludes the mention of defence cooperation with India
but emphasises strengthening economic ties and facilitating the immigration of skilled
manpower.
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American historian Williamson Murray remarked that only great powers are capable of making
grand strategies and middle or small powers can only respond to those strategies.24 This
particularly holds true in the context of the IPS of both Canada and ROK which reflect their
alignment with the US’s outlook for the region. At the same time, factors like geography and
demography have also resulted in certain differences in their respective approaches to dealing
with China and the region as a whole. However, the biggest challenge that lies ahead for both
ROK and Canada is in sustaining their commitment and producing tangible deliverables that
have been elucidated in their respective strategies.

Views expressed are of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Manohar
Parrrikar IDSA or of the Government of India.
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Coastal wind turbines outside Copenhagen | Photo Credit: Getty Images/iStockphoto

Over the last decades, Nordic countries have been pioneering green technologies. Together, the
Nordics and India can power the green transition the world needs.

The thought of the Nordic countries might evoke different things to an Indian. Snow, fjords,
lakes, and northern lights are definitely things we have plenty of. Over the last decades, we have
also been at the forefront of developing new green technologies and solutions such as
hydrogen, offshore wind, batteries and carbon capture and storage — solutions that are
essential for the world to succeed in the green transition it desperately needs.

The Nordics have succeeded in building stable, secure, welfare-based societies that, to a large
extent, manage to meet the needs and the wishes of their inhabitants.

Our common ambition is for the Nordic region to become the most sustainable and integrated
region in the world by 2030. We work together to build a green, competitive, and socially
sustainable region. However, the Nordic countries alone cannot deliver the green transition the
world requires. Together, the Nordics and India can deliver key technologies and solutions to
stop climate change and boost green growth.

At the Nordic-India Summit held in Copenhagen in May 2022, the five Nordic Prime Ministers
and India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi agreed to intensify cooperation on digitalisation,
renewable energy, maritime industries, and the circular economy. Mr. Modi expressed an
interest in joint Nordic solutions that can support India’s green transition. It is very much with this
in mind that we, the Trade Ministers of Norway and Finland, are currently visiting India together
(February 9-10). During our visit, we aim to showcase the added value to the partnership we can
bring to India and learn from the impressive innovations and digital solutions being developed in
India.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with the Prime Minister of Denmark, Mette Frederiksen, the Prime
Minister of Norway, Jonas Gahr Støre, the Prime Minister of Iceland, Katrín Jakobsdóttir, the
Prime Minister of Sweden, Magdalena Andersson, and the Prime Minister of Finland, Sanna
Marin during the India-Nordic Summit 2022, in Copenhagen, Denmark | Photo Credit: PTI
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We have with us business delegations and companies that are leaders within sectors such as
clean energy, circular economy, digitalisation, tourism, and the maritime sector. They have great
ambitions for increased collaboration with India.

Our most valued and renowned businesses are already operating in India and have made
substantial investments. Our business community in India is also growing. There are now 240
Norwegian and Finnish companies in India.

The past year has seen a significant rise in trade and investments between Finland and India,
and India has grown to become a priority country for Finland. A great illustration of this is that
Finland opened a new Consulate General in Mumbai, which will be inaugurated tomorrow
(February 10). This further increases the number of Nordic representations in India’s commercial
capital and will contribute to strengthening India-Finnish ties. Several Indian companies are
looking towards Finland for its expertise in areas of technology and innovation, sustainability,
digitalisation, carbon neutrality and more. An increasing number of Indian students, researchers,
and experts have been moving to Finland as well. Finnish companies such as Nokia and Fortum
see India as their largest growth market now and have some of their most significant
investments in India.

Trade between Norway and India has doubled in the last three years. The Norwegian Sovereign
Wealth Fund is likely to become one of India’s largest single foreign investors (around $17.6
billion). The Norwegian government has also recently established a new Climate Investment
Fund for investments in renewables abroad, and India has been defined as a focus country.
Almost 1,500 crore have been invested so far in India through the climate investment fund, and
the number of investments is increasing rapidly.

However, there is still significant untapped potential for trade and further collaboration.

Both Norway and Finland have ongoing free trade agreement and investments negotiations
(FTA) with India. Finland, as a member of the European Union (EU), is a part of the EU-India
FTA negotiations, and Norway is negotiating through the European Free Trade Association.
Finalising the free trade and investments agreements with India is a priority for us. There are
very few issues that are outstanding, and we are convinced that it should be possible to
conclude negotiations swiftly.

The Indian Minister for Commerce and Industry, Piyush Goyal, has stated that today’s trade
agreements must be fair, equitable and balanced. We very much agree with these perspectives.
This is a priority for us too. Our trade agreements have an ambition to be comprehensive and
mutually beneficial.

There is a great deal of complementarities in our trade relations, as our exchange in goods is of
a different nature. In addition, trade in services is an area of significant potential, especially with
tourism, education, IT, energy, maritime and financial services.

As India takes rapid strides into a green, digital, and innovative future, Nordic countries such as
Finland and Norway stand ready to share experiences and be a part of India’s transition.
Although we are significantly smaller than India population-wise and are located on the other
side of the globe, we do have world-leading technologies and expertise to offer. Technologies
and innovations that are successful and are scaled-up in India can easily be transferred to other
parts of the world. Together, the Nordics and India can be the powerhouse of the green
transition globally.

Jan Christian Vestre is the Norwegian Minister of Trade and Industry. Ville Skinnari is the
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Finnish Minister for Development Cooperation and Foreign Trade
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In his second State of the Union address, U.S. President Joe Biden tried to articulate several
messages under one big theme — his administration was committed to rebuilding America’s
economy while standing up to its challenges abroad. Much of the 72-minute speech was on the
domestic agenda, particularly his economic optimism. The speech saw self-appreciation, ideas
and rhetoric — he took pride in his economic policies, emphasising the low unemployment rate
and easing inflation, repeated the calls for taxing the super rich and bringing down prices of
essential drugs, promised not to cut Social Security and Medicare and declared that
democracies have become stronger and autocracies weaker. While there was no major policy
shift, the 80-year-old President repeated the phrase “finish the job”, indicating that he needed
more time to build on what he has already done — seen as a pitch for his re-election campaign.
Mr. Biden also referred to Russia and China as key foreign policy challenges — the Ukraine
invasion as “a test for America”, and that America “will act to protect our country” if its
sovereignty is threatened, an indirect reference to the balloon incident.

If Mr. Biden used the speech to defend his legacy and lay his vision, it also laid bare his
administration’s critical challenges. To be sure, the unemployment rate fell to the lowest level
since 1969 — to 3.4% in January 2023 — and inflation continued to ease in the month. Still,
most Americans (58% as in a recent survey), burdened by high energy prices and slow growth
in wages, remain unhappy with his handling of the economy. The President may have plans for
re-election, but only 37% Democrats back him. Mr. Biden will also face growing resistance to his
policies from Congress in a Republican-controlled House. On foreign policy, the U.S. has so far
stood resolutely behind Ukraine, but, as the war grinds on, there are rising questions about a
possible endgame. A bigger challenge for Mr. Biden is how to handle ties with China at a time
when the two superpowers compete for global influence. The balloon incident suggests that it is
not an easy task. Half of Mr. Biden’s first term is over. As the election season is heating up, time
is running short and his task is cut out — he has to act more decisively on the economic front if
he wants to build a fair order of competition and opportunities, work towards ending the war in
Ukraine without compromising on America’s standing in Europe, and put in place stronger
guardrails in U.S.-China relations to check an escalation in tensions and deterioration in ties.
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The formal acceptance programme of the first Rafale fighter jet at the Dassault Aviation plant, in
Merignac, France, in 2019 | Photo Credit: AP

The celebration by India and France of 25 years of their strategic partnership (January 26)
presents an important opportunity for both to introspect on their relations. Signed in 1998, the
time-tested strategic partnership has continued to gain momentum over shared values and
aspirations of peace, stability and, most importantly, their desire for strategic autonomy. There
are no real substantive disagreements between the two nations. France has emerged as a key
trading partner of India with annual trade of $12.42 billion in 2021-22. It is the 11th largest
foreign investor in India with a cumulative investment of $10.31 billion from April 2000 to June
2022, which represents 1.70% of the total foreign direct investment inflows into India.

More importantly, it has emerged as a key defence partner for India, becoming the second
largest defence supplier in 2017- 2021. France has emerged as a major strategic partner for
India with crucial defence deals and increased military to military engagement. A key example of
this is the inducting of the French Scorpene conventional submarines, being built in India under
technology transfer agreement of 2005, and the Indian Air Force having received 36 Rafale
fighter jets. The Tata group has also tied up with Airbus to manufacture C-295 tactical transport
aircraft in Vadodara, Gujarat. This line is expected to be expanded into other civilian and military
aircraft manufacturing in a joint venture with France. These relations are further fortified with the
robust network of military dialogues and regularly held joint exercises — Varuna (navy), Garuda
(air force), and Shakti (army). The importance of the defence partnership was further
underscored in the recent statement by the French Ambassador to India, Emmanuel Lenain —
that France is a willing partner for India as it builds its national industrial base for the defence
industry and for critical strategic defence projects. As the complexities in the international
geopolitical order have emerged, both countries have worked towards a deepening and
broadening of their cooperation. France was among the first countries with which India signed a
civil nuclear deal. Paris also played a critical role in limiting India’s isolation in the non-
proliferation order after the 1998 nuclear tests. In a sign of expanding cooperation, France
supports India’s bid for permanent membership of the United Nations Security Council as well as
its entry into the Nuclear Suppliers Group. An area of importance for both is climate change,
where India has supported France in the Paris Agreement expressing its strong commitment
towards mitigating climate change impact. New Delhi and Paris, as part of their joint efforts on
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climate change, launched the International Solar Alliance in 2015.

The bilateral naval exercise ‘Varuna’ | Photo Credit: ANI

The deepening of the strategic partnership is also visible in their maritime cooperation. India and
France are resident powers of the Indian Ocean and in the Indo-Pacific. The importance of the
Indian Ocean Region was visible during the visit of French President Emmanuel Macron’s visit
to New Delhi in 2018 when the leadership of both countries welcomed the “Joint Strategic Vision
of India-France Cooperation in the Indian Ocean Region” which presented a blueprint for a
strengthening of ties. In operational terms, Franco-Indian joint patrolling in the Indian Ocean
signals New Delhi’s intent to engage with like-minded partners in expanding its footprint in the
Indian Ocean.

An exchange of agreements on reciprocal logistics support between the armed forces | Photo
Credit: PTI

Maritime security has further gained momentum as both countries have articulated their
common vision for a free, fair and open Indo-Pacific. As both countries share a comprehensive
strategy for the Indo-Pacific (it seeks to provide comprehensive solutions for maritime security,
regional cooperation, climate change adaptation), India and France in September 2022 agreed
to set up an Indo-Pacific Trilateral Development Cooperation Fund that will support sustainable
innovative solutions for countries in the region. The two partners have formed a trilateral
grouping with the United Arab Emirates to ensure maritime domain awareness and security from
the east coast of Africa to the far Pacific.

While there are divergences over the Ukraine crisis, there is a broad understanding of each
other’s position and both countries are working together to coordinate on playing a constructive
role in the crisis. It also needs to be noted that Mr. Macron and Prime Minister Narendra Modi
are among the few world leaders who have maintained open communication channels with
Russian President Vladimir Putin and Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy. Both countries
share concerns over the rise of China and its aggressive behaviour, regionally and globally, and
have committed to working together to ensure that there is no imbalance in the Indo-Pacific.

India’s partnership with France is built on common values and goals. Both have underlined the
‘importance of maintaining strategic autonomy with a shared understanding of global risks in
many domains. There is a high-level India-France political dialogue that is ongoing in defence,
maritime, counterterrorism and the Indo-Pacific. They are now forging ahead with cooperation in
issues such as digitisation, cyber, green energy, a blue economy, ocean sciences, and space’.

India and France understand each other’s interests and dependencies, be it in relation to China
or Russia. In the marking of a long strategic partnership, a common interest in enhancing
strategic autonomy and improving resilience, there is much ground ahead for further
collaboration.

Harsh V. Pant is Vice-President for Studies at the Observer Research Foundation (ORF), New
Delhi, and Professor at King’s College London. Ankita Dutta is a Fellow at the Observer
Research Foundation
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INDIA’S ACCREDITATION SYSTEM RANKED 5TH
GLOBALLY; OVERALL QUALITY INFRASTRUCTURE
SYSTEM IN TOP 10

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

India’s national accreditation system under the Quality Council of India (QCI) has been ranked
5th in the world in the recent Global Quality Infrastructure Index (GQII) 2021. The GQII ranks the
184 economies in the world on the basis of the quality infrastructure (QI). India’s overall QI
system ranking continues to be in the Top 10 at the 10th position, with the standardization
system (under BIS) at 9th and the metrology system (under NPL-CSIR) at 21st position in the
world.

Source: GQII https://gqii.org/
 

“This is the sign of a New India in the Amrit Kaal with a quality first approach. India’s
accreditation system is the youngest among the three QI pillars in India, and we have jumped to
global fifth within a year in these rankings. QCI, under the leadership of Hon. Prime Minister Sh.
Narendra Modi ji and Hon. Commerce & Industry Minister Sh. Piyush Goyal ji, is committed to
make ‘Made in India’ a globally trusted brand on the foundations of quality and credibility. Time
is ripe to provide more support to our businesses to pursue their quality journey in mission
mode,” said Shri Jaxay Shah, Chairperson, QCI on this occasion.

QI is the technical backbone for international trade, with metrology, standardization,
accreditation and conformity assessment services providing reliability and trust between trading
partners. In India, the National Physical Laboratory under the Council of Scientific & Industrial
Research (NPL-CSIR) is the national metrology institute, the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) is
the national standards body and the constituent national accreditation boards under Quality
Council of India support are the custodians of the national accreditation system.



Page 42

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

The GQII measures the relative development of countries’ QI. A formula calculates a score for
each country based on its position in the sub-rankings for metrology, standards and
accreditation. Geographically, the top 25 QI systems are mainly located in Europe, North
America, and Asia-Pacific, with some exceptions, such as India (10th), Brazil (13th), Australia
(14th), Turkey (16th), Mexico (18th) and South Africa (20th).  

Accreditation helps establish the competence and credibility of conformity assessment bodies
(CABs) which perform testing, certification, inspection, etc. The National Accreditation System
as per international standards in India is established by the Quality Council of India (QCI), a
body established in 1997 jointly by the Department for Promotion of Industry & Internal Trade
(DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce & Industry, and the Indian industry. It is operated through the
constituent Boards of QCI, primarily the National Accreditation Board for Certification Bodies
(NABCB), which provides accreditation to the certification, inspection, and validation /
verification bodies, and the National Accreditation Board for Testing & Calibration Laboratories
(NABL), which provides accreditation to the testing, calibration and medical laboratories. Both,
NABCB and NABL are signatories to the Multilateral Recognition Arrangements of the
international bodies, the International Accreditation Forum (IAF), and the International
Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC), which provides international equivalence and
acceptance to reports and certificates issued under their accreditation. The government,
regulators, industry and conformity assessment bodies increasingly rely on the NABCB and
NABL accreditation for conformity assessment in India.

The rise in India’s accreditation ranking is attributed to the steady growth of conformity
assessment bodies (CABs) under national accreditation system. These are testing & medical
labs, product certification bodies, and management systems certification bodies. Stressing the
importance of Quality Infrastructure and role of QCI, Dr. Ravi P. Singh, Secretary General, QCI,
stated, “India is on the path of self-reliance and we are no longer governed by other countries to
innovate and improve. Our systems are being emulated by other countries now. The significance
of our National Accreditation System in improving quality of products and services cannot be
over-emphasised and this recognition will help us create a more independent ecosystem for
regulators and government to use for conformity of any standard. Both our boards NABL and
NABCB have worked well, and they need to be supported more”

The GQII rankings are published and presented post-facto for each year based on the data
collected till the end of that year. The 2021 rankings are based on data till end of December
2021, collected and analyzed through 2022. It is an initiative on metrology, standardisation,
accreditation and related services, supported by Physikalisch-Technische Bundesanstalt (PTB)
and the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), Germany.

*****

AD/MS

India’s national accreditation system under the Quality Council of India (QCI) has been ranked
5th in the world in the recent Global Quality Infrastructure Index (GQII) 2021. The GQII ranks the
184 economies in the world on the basis of the quality infrastructure (QI). India’s overall QI
system ranking continues to be in the Top 10 at the 10th position, with the standardization
system (under BIS) at 9th and the metrology system (under NPL-CSIR) at 21st position in the
world.
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“This is the sign of a New India in the Amrit Kaal with a quality first approach. India’s
accreditation system is the youngest among the three QI pillars in India, and we have jumped to
global fifth within a year in these rankings. QCI, under the leadership of Hon. Prime Minister Sh.
Narendra Modi ji and Hon. Commerce & Industry Minister Sh. Piyush Goyal ji, is committed to
make ‘Made in India’ a globally trusted brand on the foundations of quality and credibility. Time
is ripe to provide more support to our businesses to pursue their quality journey in mission
mode,” said Shri Jaxay Shah, Chairperson, QCI on this occasion.

QI is the technical backbone for international trade, with metrology, standardization,
accreditation and conformity assessment services providing reliability and trust between trading
partners. In India, the National Physical Laboratory under the Council of Scientific & Industrial
Research (NPL-CSIR) is the national metrology institute, the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) is
the national standards body and the constituent national accreditation boards under Quality
Council of India support are the custodians of the national accreditation system.

The GQII measures the relative development of countries’ QI. A formula calculates a score for
each country based on its position in the sub-rankings for metrology, standards and
accreditation. Geographically, the top 25 QI systems are mainly located in Europe, North
America, and Asia-Pacific, with some exceptions, such as India (10th), Brazil (13th), Australia
(14th), Turkey (16th), Mexico (18th) and South Africa (20th).  

Accreditation helps establish the competence and credibility of conformity assessment bodies
(CABs) which perform testing, certification, inspection, etc. The National Accreditation System
as per international standards in India is established by the Quality Council of India (QCI), a
body established in 1997 jointly by the Department for Promotion of Industry & Internal Trade
(DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce & Industry, and the Indian industry. It is operated through the
constituent Boards of QCI, primarily the National Accreditation Board for Certification Bodies
(NABCB), which provides accreditation to the certification, inspection, and validation /
verification bodies, and the National Accreditation Board for Testing & Calibration Laboratories
(NABL), which provides accreditation to the testing, calibration and medical laboratories. Both,
NABCB and NABL are signatories to the Multilateral Recognition Arrangements of the
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international bodies, the International Accreditation Forum (IAF), and the International
Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC), which provides international equivalence and
acceptance to reports and certificates issued under their accreditation. The government,
regulators, industry and conformity assessment bodies increasingly rely on the NABCB and
NABL accreditation for conformity assessment in India.

The rise in India’s accreditation ranking is attributed to the steady growth of conformity
assessment bodies (CABs) under national accreditation system. These are testing & medical
labs, product certification bodies, and management systems certification bodies. Stressing the
importance of Quality Infrastructure and role of QCI, Dr. Ravi P. Singh, Secretary General, QCI,
stated, “India is on the path of self-reliance and we are no longer governed by other countries to
innovate and improve. Our systems are being emulated by other countries now. The significance
of our National Accreditation System in improving quality of products and services cannot be
over-emphasised and this recognition will help us create a more independent ecosystem for
regulators and government to use for conformity of any standard. Both our boards NABL and
NABCB have worked well, and they need to be supported more”

The GQII rankings are published and presented post-facto for each year based on the data
collected till the end of that year. The 2021 rankings are based on data till end of December
2021, collected and analyzed through 2022. It is an initiative on metrology, standardisation,
accreditation and related services, supported by Physikalisch-Technische Bundesanstalt (PTB)
and the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), Germany.
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After 10 days of talks with the Pakistan government, an IMF delegation left Islamabad on
February 9 without a concluding statement either on its review of an existing $7 billion loan
programme or on a fresh tranche of loans to help the distressed economy. The Shehbaz Sharif-
led government insisted that this was standard process and that the country would expect a loan
tranche after the IMF’s completed its internal process were complete but the desperation was
also evident in the government reportedly agreeing to fresh taxes, reducing subsidies and
increasing levies on fuel consumption to meet the IMF’s expectations. Economic distress is
deepening — power blackouts persist even in urban areas, annual inflation was at 27.5% in
January (its highest since 1975), the Pakistani rupee has fallen to nearly 270 a dollar and forex
reserves have fallen below $3 billion, the lowest since February 2014, threatening a balance of
payments crisis. The effect of last year’s debilitating floods continues to weigh on the economy
with thousands still homeless, agricultural land destroyed and many people without adequate
food. The perilous state of the economy explains the desperation for yet another IMF bailout,
which would be the sixth such facility the agency extended since 2000, and which seems
inevitable as this would stave off the balance of payments issues, with complementary support
from traditional allies in West Asia and also China.

The effect of the COVID-19 pandemic and the floods notwithstanding, the cyclical nature of the
economic issues and the country’s repeated reliance on IMF packages during crises point to a
failure of governance. While import dependency, low export competitiveness and poor fiscal
management are proximate reasons for the recurring crisis in a shock vulnerable economy, it
must also be said that this is an indirect outcome of the absence of an unrestrained run of power
for civilian democracy in a country where the military has a preponderant role. With elections
due later this year, little trust remaining between the key political parties and the military seeking
to meddle in the political process, things do not forebode too well for the country. Unless the
governance structures refocus themselves to addressing long-term structural weaknesses in the
economy and find ways to improve relations with neighbours such as India, the cyclicity of the
economic problems will remain. But for that to happen, the military establishment has to take a
back seat: a bleak prospect in the medium term.
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The Sri Lankan Tamil refugee rehabilitation centre opened at Thottanoothu near Dindigul in
Tamil Nadu in September 2022 | Photo Credit: The Hindu

It will soon be 14 years since the end of the civil war in Sri Lanka. The three-decade war that
ended in May 2009 devastated the once peaceful and prosperous nation. Many civilians
perished and large sections had no choice but to flee; some within the country while others left
for foreign lands having lost livelihoods and fearing for their lives. Many sought protection in
India, among a population of identical ethnicity in Tamil Nadu. The vast majority travelled in
boats and dinghies in desperation. They entered India in search of safety, many without travel
documents and were received and hosted by the Government of India on humanitarian grounds.

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) in its 2021-2022 Annual Report states that 3,04,269 Sri
Lankan refugees entered India between July 1983 and August 2012 and were provided relief
including shelter, subsidised ration, educational assistance, medical care and cash allowances.
In addition to the warm welcome provided, access to public education and health facilities
embodies the Government of India’s recognition of the needs of Sri Lankan refugees. Sustaining
assistance for decades is an example of best practices under the aegis of the Global Compact
on Refugees.

The end of the civil war renewed hope for this nation wrecked after years of ethnic strife and
displacement. The Government of Sri Lanka constituted the Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation
Commission in 2010 “to look back at the conflict Sri Lanka suffered as well as to look ahead for
an era of healing and peace building in the country”. Its observations and recommendations on
human rights, international humanitarian law, land rights, resettlement and reconciliation are
noteworthy.

Since the end of the civil war, the Government of Sri Lanka, and development partners initiated
programmes in the Northern and Eastern provinces, with objectives of resettlement, restoration
of critical infrastructure, livelihoods and social services to the local population. This led to
significant improvements; the return of internally displaced persons (IDPs), infrastructure
development, expansion of agriculture and livelihoods. The government expenditure in the
Northern and Eastern Provinces during 2009-18 is reported to be $3.8 billion with another $3.4
billion by development partners.
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Despite these efforts, several challenges remain, including lack of funds for recovery needs. The
Easter Bombings in 2019 followed by COVID-19 slowed the development process, compounded
by the economic and political crises in 2022. As in the latest World Bank Sri Lanka Update,
“poverty has more than doubled over the past few years, and poverty and vulnerability will
continue to rise without appropriate support”.

In India, 58,648 refugees are residing in 108 camps in Tamil Nadu while 54 are in Odisha.
Another 34,135 refugees registered with Tamil Nadu authorities reside outside camps. The
Government of India provided 1,226 crore for the relief and accommodation of refugees from
July 1983 to March 31, 2022. However, the objective of the Government of India remains the
repatriation of refugees to Sri Lanka; 99,469 refugees were repatriated to Sri Lanka up to March
1995 and no organised repatriation was done thereafter.

Amongst them are 30,000 Persons of Indian Origin (also known as “Hill Tamils”). They have a
claim to Sri Lankan citizenship vide the Indo-Sri Lanka Agreements of 1964, 1974 and 1987 and
amendments to the Grant of Citizenship to Persons of Indian Origin Act of Sri Lanka. Lack of
documents as well as a desire to continue in India differentiates them from other refugees. They
may need special consideration and lie beyond 3.35 lakh people repatriated to India from
October 1964 to December 2006, as in the MHA Report 2019-20.

Today, Sri Lankan Tamil refugees in India who wish to return voluntarily are being facilitated by
the Government of Sri Lanka. Over the last year, 208 individuals have returned voluntarily,
supported by the Government of India, bilateral donors and the UNHCR. Recent
announcements, to commence ferry services to Kankensanthurai and direct flights to Jaffna
from India (this has begun), will build confidence and aid those desirous of return.

Sri Lankan refugees in India are in a protracted situation, some for over four decades. At the
UNHCR, we perceive voluntary return as the most desired choice to end refugee status. There
is a significant population which may not wish to return, preferring to call India home. This is a
cohort born and educated in India with no knowledge or experience of their country of origin. A
solution that provides relief from enduring refugee status is the need of the hour.

India possesses the capacity and the legal framework to find durable solutions to the refugee
situation in Tamil Nadu. In line with the Global Compact on Refugees, India along with the
international community has significantly contributed to building conditions within Sri Lanka for a
safe and durable return.

Also read | A pathway to citizenship for Indian-origin Tamils

The welfare of refugees including efforts towards self-reliance can be cited as global best
practice. What remains is a solution for the group which may consider India to be their home
after a stay of decades. They, above all, need fair consideration.

Oscar Mundia is Chief of Mission, UNHCR India and The Maldives
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When Nicola Sturgeon, the First Minister of Scotland, announced her resignation on
Wednesday, comparisons were immediately drawn between her decision and that of Jacinda
Ardern, the former New Zealand Prime Minister who quit last month citing burnout. “In my head
and in my heart, I know that time is now,” said Scotland’s first woman and longest serving First
Minister. The parallels actually run deeper. As with Ms Ardern, whose popularity was dipping in
the face of policy setbacks, there were underlying reasons behind the Sturgeon exit as well. Ms
Sturgeon rose to power in 2014 after Alex Salmond, the Scottish National Party’s (SNP) former
leader quit following a defeat in a Scottish independence referendum (55% said No). The vote
was seen as a setback to the SNP’s bid for independence, but Ms. Sturgeon revived the
campaign after Britain’s European Union exit, arguing that most Scots wanted to stay in the EU.
When the U.K. Supreme Court ruled last November that the Scottish Parliament did not have the
power to call another referendum on independence without Westminster’s approval, she floated
a proposal to use the next U.K. general election, due in 2025, as a de facto referendum — a
victory for pro-independence parties would be seen as a ‘Yes’ vote, which triggered
considerable opposition even within her own party. It may not be a coincidence that her decision
to quit comes before a crucial SNP conference, which is expected to take a call on the proposal.

Independence was not her only major challenge. Her promise to expand transgender rights hit a
wall after a convicted double rapist, a transwoman, was sent to a women’s prison. A Bill passed
by the Scottish Parliament to make it easier for trans people as young as 16 to get government
recognition for their acquired gender identity was blocked by the U.K. government, citing “safety
issues for women and children”. Besides, there were growing concerns about the status of the
health-care system (a nurses’ strike over pay and wariness over the waiting time for accident
and emergency cases), an ongoing teachers strike (closing educational institutions) and a police
investigation into a loan her husband, Peter Murrell, gave to the SNP. All this put Ms Sturgeon,
otherwise a formidable leader, in a spot. Ever since Mr. Salmond quit in 2014, Ms Sturgeon has
been the face of the independence campaign and her resignation is a setback for the same.
Both Mr. Salmond and Ms Sturgeon failed to break the threshold on their most important cause.
Her successor will have to rebuild the movement while also addressing more pressing economic
and governance issues immediately.
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Indian National Security Adviser Ajit Doval and his U.S. counterpart Jake Sullivan formally
launch the U.S.-India Initiative on Critical and Emerging Technologies in Washington, DC. |
Photo Credit: ANI

Earlier this month, the U.S. and India inaugurated their initiative on critical and emerging
technologies (ICET). The promise of this initiative, if fulfilled, could have a transformative impact
on India-U.S. relations.

Since the 1960s, India has made many attempts to jump on the U.S. technology bandwagon.
But all of them have failed, primarily because of the mismatch between the two countries on the
purposes for which they collaborated. The ICET is perhaps better positioned. Unlike the earlier
iterations, it comes at a time when India, too, has developed technological and managerial
capacities and is emerging as a major economic power. Under ICET, the two sides have
identified six focus areas of co-development and co-production: strengthening innovation
ecosystems, defence innovation and technology cooperation, resilient semiconductor supply
chains, space, STEM talent, and next generation telecom.

On the eve of the dialogue, National Security Adviser Ajit Doval said that the big need was to
convert intentions and ideas into deliverables. This is where there has usually been a slip.

Since the 1950s, the U.S. has played a significant role in India’s development efforts and quest
for technological capability. A major driver of the process was the Cold War which persuaded
the U.S. to provide sweeping assistance in a range of areas to India. While the Soviet Union
emerged as a major player in areas like steel, heavy electricals, petroleum and mining, the U.S.
focused on modernising engineering and management education, science and technology
(S&T), and agriculture.

Among the more consequential areas of cooperation was in nuclear energy where the U.S.
helped build India’s first reactors for research and power. An entire generation of Indian nuclear
scientists were trained in the U.S., including some who subsequently helped in making nuclear
weapons. But this cooperation was abruptly ended after India’s first nuclear test in 1974. The
same could be said, though in a somewhat different manner, for India’s space programme.
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The massive aid provided by the U.S. to modernise Indian education, especially engineering and
management, should have led to a growing industrial sector, but the Indian economy stalled in
the 1960s and India ended up with a system where IIT and IIM graduates ended up benefiting
the U.S. economy. The one area in which India did get lasting and important benefits was
agriculture where American S&T helped trigger the Green Revolution and end an era of food
shortages.

The Bangladesh War of 1971 and the 1974 nuclear tests led to a three-decade estrangement
and a draconian American technology denial regime whose prime target was India, all in the
name of non-proliferation.

There was a brief respite when, following the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, the Gandhi-
Reagan Science and Technology Initiative led to the 1984 India-U.S. MoU on sensitive
technologies, commodities and information. This was the outcome of a new American
willingness to promote Indian S&T and the arms industry. In 1987, the U.S. agreed to assist
India’s Light Combat Aircraft (Tejas) programme and allowed the sale of front line GE 404
engine to India. However, broader cooperation stalled because the U.S. was unwilling to let go
of its non-proliferation agenda.

After the Soviet collapse, the U.S. pushed for the unconditional extension of the non-proliferation
treaty and began to arm-twist countries to sign a Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty. At
this stage, India realised that there was no option but to come out as a declared nuclear
weapons power.

There was another round of sanctions after the 1998 nuclear tests, but by this time the U.S. had
begun to get a measure of the challenge it was facing from China. It now decided to play the
India card, but to do this, there was need to spit out the nuclear proliferation pill stuck in our joint
throats. This is what was done with the India-U.S. nuclear deal of 2008, which is the basis of our
current engagement with the U.S.

But despite India’s growing proximity to the U.S. since then, there has not been significant
movement in actual deliverables by way of technology development and co-production. The
much-touted Defence Technology and Trade Initiative has little to show for it.

India has steadily advanced in status as a friend of the U.S. and has purchased U.S. weapons
and systems worth billions of dollars. It is now deemed to be a Major Defence Partner, though
not a Major Non-Nato Ally, a much more useful designation that Pakistan still retains. The
course has not been problem-free — witness the pressure India faced under CAATSA and on
account of its oil trade with Russia.

The ICET has set up a range of ambitious goals which mean a great deal for India. Some of
them are aspirational, others political. A few are over the top, such as the belief that the U.S. will
help India to develop advanced jet engines. As of now, all that is on the table is the possible
licence manufacture of GE-404/414 engines for the LCA. This is not new. But cutting edge jet
engines are the crown jewels of the U.S., which the country will not part with. A similar approach
will be taken in other areas where the U.S. jealously guards its technological prowess, knowing
that it is a major component of its global power status.

After presenting the Union Budget, the Finance Minister said in an interview, “This is a golden
opportunity for India. We should really not miss the bus this time.” The remark is truer of the
technology and industrialisation bus that the ICET could be.
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In what is described as the biggest ever arms deal arranged by the United States Defence
Department, Iran has been permitted to buy in the next few years about two billion dollar (about
Rs. 1,450 crores) worth of military equipment from U.S. manufacturers. The exact value of the
orders placed by Iran is not known but some Washington sources believe that this may be more
than two billion dollars. About half of the orders are for the purchase of helicopters and aircraft
like F-4 fighter bombers and C-130 cargo planes. Among the advanced equipment to be brought
are laser bombs, the guided bomb used to hit militarily targets in North Vietnam. According to
informed Senate sources, about 300 military personnel would be stationed in Iran for imparting
training on the deployment of the military equipment being brought by Iran. The State and
Defence Departments consider that the large-scale sale of arms to Iran would have a stabilising
effect on the Persian Gulf area.
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Nearly one year to the date of Russian President Vladimir Putin’s launch of attacks on Ukraine
(February 24, 2022), the UN General Assembly’s vote on the latest resolution to criticise Russia
resulted in 141 votes in favour, seven against (it includes Russia) and 32 abstentions (it includes
India and China). The resolution, or a call for a “just and lasting peace”, that was eventually
sponsored by more than 70 countries, demanded an immediate cessation of hostilities, and
appealed for accountability at international courts for rights violations and war crimes.
Significantly, the sponsors, led by the U.S., its allies, and European Union countries, did not call
for peace talks — something Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy does not favour at
present, given the status quo advantage that lies with Russian forces having laid claim to about
one-fifth of Ukrainian territory. Two amendments suggested by Russia’s ally Belarus, to replace
the term “invasion” with what Russia calls “Special Military Operations”, and to call for dialogue
immediately, were rejected. As a result, although there is a military stalemate in Ukraine,
casualties continue to rise, and western sanctions have not found favour with much of the world,
Ukraine and NATO countries called the vote a major victory — much like they had in a similar
vote, on March 2, 2022.

In spite of several attempts by the U.S. and the European countries, India abstained, which it
has consistently done since last year on any resolution at key UN bodies that has been critical of
Russia. In explanations by External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar at international fora — some
of which were reiterated by India’s UN envoy on Thursday — the Modi government has asserted
its strategic autonomy, citing its traditional relationship with Moscow, its initial concerns of
becoming a party to the conflict while Indian students were caught in the middle, stressing that
“diplomacy and dialogue” are the only way forward, and claiming that it is required to maintain a
“neutrality” of sorts to leave space for mediation. While its decision to reject unilateral western
sanctions on Russia and increase trade in fuel and fertilizers with Moscow can be explained by
its desire for independent decision making, it is becoming increasingly hard for New Delhi to
hold that abstaining from voting at the multilateral stage is a principled stand. It has become very
clear that this is indeed a Russian invasion of its smaller, sovereign neighbour, one that has not
been halted despite Russia gaining its initially announced strategic goals. Prime Minister Modi’s
celebrated statement that “this era is not of war” has not been heeded by President Putin, and it
is unclear if Ukraine sees India as an unbiased mediator. India has proven over decades that it
will not vote under duress, yet the global and regional leadership that New Delhi claims cannot

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/russia-ukraine-crisis-live-updates/article65079550.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/india-abstains-in-un-vote-underscoring-need-for-just-lasting-peace-in-ukraine/article66546740.ece


Page 57

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

come from appearing diffident over basic principles of sovereignty and territorial integrity.
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